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fundraising vovation It’s the first time 
wefrom thank you once again for very 
we would just like to that like to say on 
us to let you know what has been 
happening in Mali since then.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s now 6 months since we launched Jiton 
and time for the first of the twice yearly 
newsletters which will keep you up to date 
with progress in the communities that you 
are supporting. 
 
We have tried to imagine the questions you 
might want to ask. We hope you find the 
answers interesting.   

Bonne lecture… 
 

 
Mary                  Mamadou 

GREETINGS from Mali 

Where are the communities that 
Jiton supports? They are all in the Bankass 
district of Mali in West Africa – about 100km 
south of the regional capital, Mopti. This 
picture shows a typical Bankass village – a 
cluster of mud brick houses at the foot the 
spectacular Bandiagara escarpment.  
 

 

Where can I send my comments 
and suggestions? Write to us at JITON, 
SOS Sahel UK, Point d’Appui, BP 3066, 
Bamako, Mali, West Africa. Or by email to:  
mary.allen@experco.net 
 
We look forward to hearing from you 

How many Jiton members are there 
and how much money has been raised 
so far? So far there are 16 of you and thanks 
to your generous donations and standing orders 
we have already raised a total of £3,158. This is 
an excellent start and we are very grateful to 
all of you for your support    
 

What have you done with the money 
that has been raised? The next well 
digging “season” starts in January 2005 and the 
funds raised are being held for us in a UK bank 
account by SOS Sahel. The rains in Mali have 
just started (June) and between now and 
December people in Bankass will be putting all 
their energy into working in their fields and 
ensuring a good harvest.   
 
What are the plans for 2005 then? 
We hope by January to have raised enough 
money to help four communities dig 
themselves modern, large diameter wells in 
2005. In addition to your support, a Rotary 
Club in Doncaster has pledged to help us  

Where can I find out more about Mali? 
Look over the page………. 

What does Jiton mean? In Bambara, 
Ji means water and ton means self help 
group. Tons are a traditional form of mutual 
aid and solidarity found throughout Mali – 
essential where there is no access to savings 
banks, insurance policies or a welfare state. 
Jiton extends this chain of community 
solidarity to the UK and is based on a similar 
idea - small, regular cash contributions from 
a large group of members helping those 
faced with difficulties to help themselves. 
Help sign up more members if you can… 

raise the funds needed and we have applied 
to two other organisations for grants.  In 
the December newsletter we’ll let you how 
we have got on – and give you the names of 
the villages which you will be supporting 
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Background: The Sudanese Republic 
and Senegal became independent of 
France in 1960 as the Mali Federation. 
When Senegal withdrew after only a 
few months, what formerly made up the 
Sudanese Republic was renamed Mali. 
Rule by dictatorship was brought to a 
close in 1991 with a transitional 
government and in 1992 when Mali's 
first democratic presidential election 
was held. After his reelection in 1997, 
President Alpha KONARE continued to 
push through political and economic 
reforms and to fight corruption. In 
keeping with Mali's two-term 
constitutional limit, he stepped down in 
2002 and was succeeded by Amadou 
TOURE. 
 
Area: total: 1.24 million sq km (slightly 
less than twice the size of Texas)  
 
Climate: subtropical to arid; hot and 
dry February to June; rainy, humid, and 
mild June to November; cool and dry 
November to February   

Population:11,626,219 (July 2003 est.)  
Life expectancy at birth: 45.43 years  
HIV/AIDS: 1.7% (2001 est.)  
 
Languages: French (official), Bambara 
80%, numerous African languages  
 
GDP - per capita: $900 (2002 est.)  
Population below poverty line: 64% 
average; 30% of the total population 
living in urban areas; 70% of the total 
population living in rural areas (2001 
est.)  
Economy - overview: Mali is among the 
poorest countries in the world, with 
65% of its land area desert or semi 
desert and with a highly unequal 
distribution of income. Economic 
activity is largely confined to the 
riverine area irrigated by the Niger. 
About 10% of the population is nomadic 
and some 80% of the labour force is 
engaged in farming and fishing. 
Industrial activity is concentrated on 
processing farm commodities. Mali is 
heavily dependent on foreign aid and 
vulnerable to fluctuations in world 
prices for cotton, its main export, along 
with gold. The government has 
continued its successful implementation 
of an IMF-recommended structural 
adjustment program that is helping the 
economy grow, diversify, and attract 
foreign investment. Mali's adherence to 
economic reform and the 50% 
devaluation of the African franc in 
January 1994 have pushed up economic 
growth to a sturdy 5% average in 1996-
2002. Worker remittances and external 
trade routes have been jeopardized by 
continued unrest in neighbouring Cote 
d'Ivoire.  

For more about Malian music 
and cultural events in the UK 
visit www.friendsofmali-uk.org 


