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Jiton celebrates its first anniversary in 
December 2004 and this is the second of the 
twice yearly newsletters which will keep you 
up to date with progress in the communities 
that you are supporting. We have some 
exciting news about fund raising and about 
SOS Sahel in Mali too.  We hope you enjoy 
reading about it 

With very best wishes to you all  
for very Happy New Year… 

 
      Mamadou  & Mary 

Seasons Greetings 

SOS Sahel UK has moved to Oxford   
Please send your donations to JITON to the 
following address: 10C Littlegate Street, St. 
Ebbes, OXFORD, OX 1 1QT  
 
If you have any queries please contact Lucy 
Polson Tel: 01865 723200 lucyp@sahel.org.uk 
 

♦♦♦♦ FUNDRAISING NEWS ♦♦♦♦ 
 We are delighted to announce that SOS Sahel 
UK has been awarded a BIG LOTTERY FUND 
GRANT to support our work in Mali over the 
next 3 years – including the wells programme in 
Bankass.  Thanks to this grant we are now much 
closer to achieving our aim of helping 12 
communities gain access to safe water supplies 
between now and the end of 2007. 
 
♦♦♦  FOUR WELLS IN 2005 ♦♦♦ 
 In January 2005, community leaders will select 
the first four villages to benefit from wells – 
those with the most severe water shortage have 
priority.  We will then provide skills training for 
the four village wells committees and help them 
to organise and pay for the skilled labour and 
materials they need to dig a large diameter 
concrete lined well for themselves – see photo 
on the right. The actual digging usually takes 
place from April to June when water tables are 
at their lowest, and the well can be dug as 
deeply as possible.   
 
 Working in this way means the community gains 
experience and self-confidence from managing a 
development project, as well as the multiple 
benefits from clean and accessible water supply 

♦♦♦  YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL ♦♦♦ 
The Big Lottery Fund Grant is wonderful news 
and means that your generous contributions will 
have a much greater impact on the lives of 
people in Bankass.  It does not however cover all 
the costs and the continuing support of Jiton 
members is vital.  We need to raise an 
additional £30,000 over the next three years 
and we hope that you will be able to continue to 
help us do this. 
 
One way is to help us reach our target of 
£5,000 in 2005 to complete the funds needed 
to dig four wells.  Your support in 2004 means 
we have already raised £3,158 towards this. A 
contribution of £10 a month from each of you in 
2005 will enable us to reach this target.  
 
You can also support us by helping to recruit 
more members to Jiton – essential if we are to 
raise the £10,000 we need for 2006 and the 
£15,000 for 2007.  A Rotary Club in Doncaster 
is to adopt us as their “special cause” in 2005. 
Maybe you can help to do something similar 
through school, or church or at work – or simply 
by signing up a friend or two ?   
 
If you think you can help in this way, please 
contact Lucy at the SOS Sahel office in Oxford 
(see below) or Mary at Sahel ECO in Bamako - 
the address is on the next page. We can send 
you copies of the Jiton brochure and may even 
be able to arrange for someone to come and give 
a talk about Jiton and our work in Bankass.   
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A new NGO……. 
with 15 years of experience ! 
 
SOS Sahel UK is helping each of its five 
African country programmes to become 
an independent national NGO. This is 
part of its commitment to building a 
stronger civil society in Africa. 
 
SAHEL ECO  is the name that has been 
chosen for this NGO in Mali.  “Sahel” to 
indicate a continuing commitment to the 
semi arid area south of the Sahara and 
“Eco” from three French words which 
together define the mission of the new 
NGO: écologie – ecology - better  
management of the environment; 
économie – economy - to improve the 
lives of people living in rural areas;  and 
écoute – listen - by working in close 
partnership with local people. 
 

Registered in April 2004, Sahel ECO 
has 11 Founder Members - equivalent to 
Trustees - selected for their skills and 
their commitment to continue the work 
of SOS Sahel in Mali.  

The Chair, François Picard, is an 
Agricultural Engineer with dual 
French/Malian nationality, employed 
as the Sahel Representative of 
Intercooperation, a Swiss NGO.  The 
Vice Chair, Madame Bintou Nimaga 
(see photo below) is a forester, 
formally employed by Winrock 
International and currently working 
as an independent consultant.  The 
Treasurer, Amadou Fofana, is 
Director of a firm of financial 
consultants and auditors (SECADI) 
and also Treasurer to the Malian Red 
Cross Society.    

 
 

 

 
SAHEL ECO  
 
Legal Status:   Private Association  
Founding Assembly: 5 March 2004 
Registration:  Certificate no 241 of 19th  

April 2004 
Executive Secretary  Madame Ballo Mary Allen 
Offices    Point d’Appui, BP 3066,  

Rue 96, Porte 737, Korofina
 Sud, Bamako, Mali 

Tel: + (223) 224 44 60  
Fax: + (223) 224 61 19 
mary.allen@experco.net

Bintou Nimaga, Vice Chair of Sahel 
Eco in Tominian in October 2004 at 
the party to launch the new NGO 


